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Regional High School District   -   Funding History 
 1956:  

Regional H
igh School D

istrict founded, w
ith funding form

ula 
 

based 100%
 per pupil 

 1975:  
State law

 m
andates that funding for regional districts m

ust  
 

be based 100%
 on Equalized Valuation 

 1993:  
State law

 provides that pre-1993 districts can change funding 
 

form
ula  upon approval by the m

ajority of voters in each and 
 

every constituent m
unicipality 

 Currently, the Regional High School District is funded 100%
 based on Equalized Valuation 



W
est M

orris Regional High School District Board of Education 

3 

Equalized Valuation 
  •

Calculated by the N
J State D

epartm
ent of the Treasury 

 •
Com

pares assessed values to current m
arket values in each 

m
unicipality in order to equalize values across the county 

 •
Serves to m

itigate issues that arise because m
unicipalities 

reassess properties in different years 
 

•
Seeks to ensure that each m

unicipality equitably contributes to 
local and county governm

ent 
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Regional Equalized Valuation 
In a Regional H

igh School D
istrict, the Equalized Valuation is 

m
ultiplied by an additional factor to determ

ine the 
contribution needed from

 each and every participating  
m

unicipality. This factor reflects each m
unicipality's Regional  

H
igh School vs. K-8 student population. 

 A
s an exam

ple, the follow
ing chart is the actual 2016 – 2017 data for 

W
est M

orris Regional H
igh School D

istrict: 
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*Colum
n A

  x  Colum
n B  =  Colum

n C 
Colum

n D
 is the %

 share of the total Regional H
igh School tax bill needed from

 each 
m

unicipality. Colum
n D is arrived at by dividing each tow

n’s Regional Equalized Valuation in 
Colum

n C by the total in Colum
n C 

2016 – 2017 
A* 

  
B* 

C* 
D 

  
State Supplied 

Equalized V
aluation 

%
 Elem

 
Enrollm

ent 
%

 Regional 
Enrollm

ent 
Regional  

Equalized V
aluation  

%
 Regional 
Share 

Chester Borough 
389,556,447 

70.06 %
 

29.94 %
 

116,633,200 
3.79 %

 

Chester Tow
nship 

1,894,211,248 
61.76 %

 
38.24 %

 
724,346,381 

23.57 %
 

M
endham

 Borough 
1,369,269,282 

64.37 %
 

35.63 %
 

487,870,645 
15.87 %

 

M
endham

 Tow
nship 

1,943,555,501 
64.08 %

 
35.92 %

 
698,125,136 

22.72 %
 

W
ashington Tow

nship 
2,843,585,328 

63.20 %
 

36.80 %
 

1,046,439,401 
34.05 %

 

Total: 
8,440,177,806 

  
  

3,073,414,763 
100 %

 

Exam
ple using the actual 2016 – 2017  data for W

est M
orris Regional: 
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The Regional BO
E is providing voters an opportunity to consider a funding form

ula change. 
  O

ur 5 m
unicipalities fund the Regional H

igh School D
istrict, w

hich is m
ade up of 

tw
o high schools: 

       W
est M

orris M
endham

 (W
M

M
) &

 W
est M

orris Central (W
M

C) 
   

Chester Borough – students attend W
M

M
 

 
Chester Tow

nship – students attend W
M

M
 

 
M

endham
 Borough – students attend W

M
M

 
 

M
endham

 Tow
nship – students attend W

M
M

 
 

W
ashington Tow

nship – students attend W
M

C 
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%

 of Regional 
Student Population * 

%
 of Regional 

Funding Share ** 

Chester Borough 
2.9 %

 
3.79 %

 

Chester Tow
nship 

21.9 %
 

23.57 %
 

M
endham

 Borough 
11.9 %

 
15.87 %

 

M
endham

 Tow
nship 

14.5 %
 

22.72 %
 

W
ashington Tow

nship 
48.8 %

 
34.05 %

 

Current Funding Com
parison 2016 Tax Year - 100%

 equalized property valuation 

  *  %
 S

tudents based on O
ctober 2015 actual data 

 
 

**  %
 R

egional S
hare based on 2016-2017 E

qualized Valuation 
     for each participating m

unicipality
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Because funding of the Regional H
igh School D

istrict is based 100%
 on 

Equalized Valuation, the %
 funding that each m

unicipality contributes is not 
based on its percent share of the district’s student population, as show

n on 
the previous chart.  
The Board seeks to provide voters w

ith an opportunity to consider changing 
the current funding form

ula from
 one that is based 100%

 on Equalized 
Valuation to a form

ula w
hich is based 50%

 on Equalized Valuation and 50%
 

on Student Population. 

The follow
ing charts com

pare the im
pact of an approved change in the 

funding form
ula for three prior budget years and the current budget year. 

N
ote – these charts are for illustrative purposes. Should the funding form

ula 
referendum

 pass in N
ovem

ber, the actual tax im
pact w

ill vary based on each   
m

unicipality's Student Population and Equalized Valuation and the size of 
the District’s budget in a given year. 
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Regional Student Population is based on O
ctober 15 counts 

P
roposed 50-50%

R
egional Tax per

2
0
1
3
-1
4

%
 of R

egional
%

 share of
A

ssessed V
aluation of

S
tudent P

opulation
R

egional F
unding

$100,000
C

hester B
oro

2.5%
2.9%

$331
$70

decrease
C

hester Tw
p.

21.6%
23.0%

$530
$16

decrease
M

endham
 B

oro
11.4%

13.3%
$435

$50
decrease

M
endham

 Tw
p.

16.1%
19.5%

$434
$81

decrease
W

ashington Tw
p.

48.3%
41.3%

$614
$96

increase

R
egional F

orm
ula

Tax Im
pact per $100,000

P
roposed vs. C

urrent 

P
roposed 50-50%

R
egional Tax per

2
0
1
4
-1
5

%
 of R

egional
%

 share of
A

ssessed V
aluation of

S
tudent P

opulation
R

egional F
unding

$100,000
C

hester B
oro

3.3%
3.5%

$396
$1

increase
C

hester Tw
p.

20.8%
22.1%

$518
$42

decrease
M

endham
 B

oro
12.1%

14.0%
$467

$51
decrease

M
endham

 Tw
p.

15.4%
19.3%

$439
$85

decrease
W

ashington Tw
p.

48.4%
41.0%

$623
$107

increase

R
egional F

orm
ula

T
a

x Im
p

a
ct p

e
r $

1
0

0
,0

0
0

P
roposed vs. C

urrent 
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Regional Student Population is based on O
ctober 15 counts 

P
roposed 50-50%

R
egional Tax per

2
0
1
5
-1
6

%
 of R

egional
%

 share of
A

ssessed V
aluation of

S
tudent P

opulation
R

egional F
unding

$100,000
C

hester B
oro

3.5%
4.2%

$480
$13

decrease
C

hester Tw
p.

21.5%
22.2%

$531
$22

decrease
M

endham
 B

oro
11.6%

13.6%
$462

$73
decrease

M
endham

 Tw
p.

15.2%
19.4%

$451
$94

decrease
W

ashington Tw
p.

48.2%
40.5%

$628
$113

increase

P
roposed vs. C

urrent 
R

egional F
orm

ula
T

a
x Im

p
a

ct p
e

r $
1

0
0

,0
0

0

P
roposed 50-50%

R
egional Tax per

2
0
1
6
-1
7

%
 of R

egional
%

 share of
A

ssessed V
aluation of

S
tudent P

opulation
R

egional F
unding

$100,000
C

hester B
oro

2.9%
3.3%

$375
$110

decrease
C

hester Tw
p.

21.9%
22.7%

$554
$14

decrease
M

endham
 B

oro
11.9%

13.9%
$482

$64
decrease

M
endham

 Tw
p.

14.5%
18.6%

$442
$109

decrease
W

ashington Tw
p.

48.8%
41.4%

$654
$126

increase

R
egional F

orm
ula

Tax Im
pact per $100,000

P
roposed vs. C

urrent 
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The follow
ing exam

ples have been developed for illustrative purpose only and are 
not guaranteed to m

aterialize and m
ay vary based on actual student enrollm

ent 
and equalized value data.  
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The follow
ing exam

ples have been developed for illustrative purpose only and are 
not guaranteed to m

aterialize and m
ay vary based on actual student enrollm

ent 
and equalized value data.  
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To be clear, the voter referendum
 this 

N
ovem

ber 8
th to change the funding form

ula is 
the only action the Regional Board can take w

ith 
respect to the issue as per N

J state law
.   

 In order to change the funding form
ula, a 

m
ajority of voters in each and every of the 5 

m
unicipalities m

ust vote to approve the funding 
form

ula change on the N
ovem

ber 2016 ballot.  
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