BOROUGH OF MENDHAM
MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION #128-2026

ACCEPTING THE DONATION OF THE DOD CARY GRANDFATHER CLOCK FROM THE McLEAN FAMILY TO THE BOROUGH OF MENDHAM

WHEREAS, the Borough of Mendham has been offered a generous and historically significant gift from the McLean Family, consisting of the Dod Cary Grandfather Clock, an important artifact of Mendham’s Revolutionary‑era heritage; and

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to formally acknowledge and accept this extraordinary donation with deep gratitude; and

WHEREAS, the grandfather clock, crafted circa 1777, was made by Lebbeus Dod (1739–1816), Mendham’s prominent Revolutionary War captain, gunsmith, and master clockmaker; and

WHEREAS, Captain Dod served in the Morris County Militia and, by order of General George Washington, operated a secret and protected armory on his Mendham property to repair and manufacture muskets for Continental troops stationed at Jockey Hollow; and

WHEREAS, Lebbeus Dod was a renowned artisan whose tall‑case clocks and mathematical instruments are recognized for their exceptional craftsmanship, with examples displayed in the Metropolitan Museum of Art; and

WHEREAS, the Dod house was built on Main Street in Mendham, and recognized as a historical property by the Morris County Historic Preservation Commission, the New Jersey Register of Historic Places, and on the National Register of Historic Places, and is a significant contributing structure to the Mendham Borough Historic District; and 

WHEREAS, the clock was originally built for the Cary Family, one of Mendham’s earliest and most civically engaged families, whose local roots date to 1745 when Jonathan Cary, a carpenter from Bridgewater, Massachusetts, settled in Mendham to construct the original First Presbyterian Church (Hilltop Church) and later operated a local grist mill; and

WHEREAS, during the Revolutionary War, the Cary family and other Mendham residents actively supported the Continental Army at Jockey Hollow by providing food, clothing, livestock, and militia service, with Cary‑associated properties in the region used as quarantine sites for ailing troops; and

WHEREAS, the Cary Farm on Mountainside Road, operated by John “Old Miller” Cary and later by his descendants, remains a preserved historic property within the Borough today; and

WHEREAS, the Dod Cary Grandfather Clock was delivered to the Borough on June 8, 2026, and now returns to the community where it was created nearly 250 years ago; and

WHEREAS, the Borough recognizes the exceptional historical value of this artifact, particularly as the nation commemorates the 250th anniversary of the United States of America, making this donation especially meaningful; and

WHEREAS, the clock shall be permanently preserved as a public historic asset, shall never be sold, and, should the Borough ever determine that it can no longer appropriately house or care for the clock, it shall be transferred to a suitable museum or historical institution to ensure its continued protection and interpretation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Mendham, County of Morris, State of New Jersey, that the Borough hereby accepts with profound appreciation the donation of the Dod Cary Grandfather Clock from the McLean Family.

This Resolution shall take effect immediately. Dated: July 15, 2026
Attest:	BOROUGH OF MENDHAM


Lauren McBride,  Borough Clerk	James R. Kelly, Mayor
